          Benton Beach Corporation
Regular Board of Directors Meeting
August 12th, 2013
Present:



Absent:
Lynne S. Ott                    


Carolyn B. Helander (Honorary Member)

Donna S. Chemacki


Jennifer Benton Ruiz

Ellen B Fales



Todd Chemacki
Kate E. Fales

Heather B. Collinson

Joel E. Helander

Marjorie B. Spalding (Honorary Member)
Quorum:     President Donna Chemacki called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m., with a quorum present, at the home of Ellen Fales, 314 Vineyard Point Road, Guilford, CT.
Secretaries 
Report:
The minutes for the meeting held on July 1st, 2013 were read aloud. Corrections made – The reference on page 4 to an address on Vineyard Place should actually be Vineyard Avenue. Kate made a motion to accept the minutes as amended, Lynne seconded it and the motion carried. 
Treasurers 
Report:
Joel presented the Treasurer’s report and noted that there had been $249.80 in income for the period, all of it as assessments, and $404.41 in expenses. The opening balance on 7/1/2013 was $1,415.01 with a closing balance of $1,260.40 as of 8/12/2013.The Capital Improvement Fund and Legal Fund balances had been updated as of 6/10/13 and were unchanged. Lynne made a motion to accept the August treasurer’s report as presented.   Heather seconded the motion and it carried.  A copy of the report is enclosed. 
Calendar
 Of Events:  
 
Current dates on the 2013 Calendar of Events include:


     Saturday, August 10th, 2pm, Benton Family Annual Picnic, downpour date Sunday, August 11th

        Friday, August 23rd, 4pm- Sunday, August 25th 4pm, Eliot, Rachel and Olivia Benton family campout, 15 people
           Sunday, September 8th, 12 noon- 5pm Fales Family picnic, 20 people


Please contact Ellen Fales for all beach requests at 401-783-2429, or ebfales@aol.com (preferred). You may also text her at 401-932-5895. All Calendar of Events activity will also be posted on the BBC website and all family are encouraged to use this. The website is: www.bentonbeach.com and the site is password protected.  The username and password should only be shared among family members. 


Username: bbcfamily



Password: sticktogether
Old Business
Family Picnic:


The annual family picnic held this past Saturday, August 10th, was just great. The weather was fine.  Holly had been the official counter and reported 50 people attending. Ellen bought a blank hardcover book to use for Family Memories and Reminiscents for many years to come and many family members wrote in this.  Donna thought it would also be nice to have the book at the annual Shareholder’s Meeting in November.
There was discussion about possible ideas for future picnics, themes, etc. Everyone likes the clambakes, but this is so very much work. We did note, however, that the vast amount of special seaweed required for a clambake is currently growing on our own ledge rocks at the beach  (easily accessible at low tide), and would make seaweed collection for the bake much easier. This is food for thought (no pun intended!) and we will revisit it when we plan the date/details for next years picnic. 
Beach House:
On Friday, August 9th Joel, Jim Whelan and David Ott spent quite some time with sledgehammers breaking up the 4 corner cement piers from the old beach house foundation. David hauled off the rubble. The area is now quite clean and will accept the newly re-built beach house once it is completed. Eliot and Mike Johnson will complete the repair/reconstruction of the beach house when their schedules permit. 
 Newsletter:  

Tim put out a wonderful newsletter last month. It was sent to all family members and may also be read on the BBC website.  
 Picnic Tables:

The old table at the beach that has been used as the “food table” for years was rotted and had to be discarded. We had been hoping to rehabilitate a table that David had salvaged from the meadow.  However, it ended up being too rotted also. So instead, Eliot built a brand new table using materials purchased by Jen. It is magnificent! Jen and Holly primed it with oil-based primer and then put a beautiful green final coat on it in time for the family picnic. 
Dock:

Ellen finally tied the dock pieces down in mid July. Uncle Edwin rebuilt the benches on the end of the dock before his July 4th picnic and they are great. The benches are truly integral to the full enjoyment of the dock. 
Joel brought up that he wants us to be mindful of premature removal of dock pieces now that the fall storm season is upon us. He cautioned that often we could avoid early removal of the dock when a storm is forecast by just monitoring the projected timing of the storm and the tide.
    Roger’s Island Update:
    
The group discussed the new grass on Roger’s Island. The area right at the entrance to the island, where many of the overnight campers set up camp, still does not have adequate grass; it is a bare patch, for the most part.  It would be ideal to bring in more loam and seed this area again in time for the cool ideal fall grass-growing season.  However, we do not think our budget will support that.

 Heather had done research last month on possible plantings on the island.  Hurricane Sandy washed all trees and vegetation on the waterside of Roger’s Island away last year, seriously compromising our privacy from the Vineyard Avenue neighbors. The Rosa Rugosa and dune grass that Heather researched are one option. In an effort to get an opinion from a professional landscaper regarding the best choices for what to plant, Ellen agreed to contact Jay Santoro, the owner of the Madison Flower Shop and Garden Center, and an expert on plantings in this area, to ask him to visit the beach with her, and give his opinion.
  Cattle and Pasture:


There are currently two steers and one pregnant cow in the pasture. Jonathan (their owner) checks on them at least 3 times a week. He can often be seen driving his John Deere front-end loader down the beach road to the bar-way where he dumps treats for the cattle, especially since the cow is eating for two. 

Following our discussion at last month’s meeting, Joel contacted Bill Leete about mowing the pasture, which had not been done yet this year. Bill came on July 3rd and mowed for 3.5 hours. The pasture looks good now and a mowed pasture is better for the cattle, as it stimulates new grass growth, which is tastier and better for them. The board agreed that, ideally, we should strive to mow it twice a year. Bill and Jonathan say that the first mowing should be done no later than mid-June.
Beach Road Bridge:
                      The beach road looks fairly good, with much of the 2- inch stone that was spread last fall in place, in spite of the hurricane waters.  The 2-inch trap rock that Joel and David spread last month has also helped a great deal on the bridge. We all agreed that due to the documented Atlantic tide rise and now frequent episodes of the water over the bridge at high tide, the entire bridge span should be raised up about 6 inches. We can do this by lining the outside edge of the road with large rock (igneous basalt, perhaps) to contain the roadbed and then using 2-inch trap rock for the span of the roadway.  We will strive to do this a little every year. 
Bill Leete had called Joel last month and said that he might have access to some blasted stone of various sizes, if the Leete family does not want it. We thought we might be able to use this for our road. The owner of the property doing the blasting, Mr. Offredi, of 120 Leetes Island Road, did call Joel 3 weeks ago.  He is building on an interior lot and cannot store the blasted stone. He wondered if we might want it. Upon further discussion, Joel learned that the stone would need to be trucked out very soon and would be of all sizes, not necessarily a size needed for our road. It would be dumped in piles and would be many, many large piles. It would then need to be sorted and spread.  It was felt that, given that it was the height of the summer and we do not have a location for storing that volume of stone, as well as the manpower and time needed to devote to a project like this, we would pass on the offer. 
Boundary Issues:

As noted in last month’s minutes, Donna and Joel walked our Vineyard Meadow boundary line recently and discovered a crumbling wooden bulkhead at the rear of the property at 52 Vineyard Avenue, threatening to spill over into our meadow.   Donna wrote to the owner, Peter Jacqumin, asking for his attention to this matter and to contact her. As of today, she has not yet received a call or reply. 
In another matter involving neighbors on Vineyard Avenue, the Corporation, as an abutting neighbor, received a letter from the Guilford Planning and Zoning commission giving notice of a Hearing for Public Comment regarding demolition and new construction at the Oppel property at 28 Vineyard Avenue. Donna had written a letter to the Planning and Zoning Commission asking that the commission make approval of the project contingent on:

1. Proper delineation and marking of all boundaries 

2.  A proper retaining wall
As a further show of concern, Donna, Heather and Jen attended the hearing on July 3rd.  Donna spoke briefly at the hearing about the concerns of the Corporation and that there were no visible boundary markers.  They sensed that the new construction would not be located too near to our wetlands.  
Liability Issues:

Last month the board discussed the issue of liability when non-family members use the beach for a scheduled event. (i.e. school, scout groups, etc.) Ellen consulted her daughter Missy Fales, an attorney, who stated that there are any numbers of liability release forms, many even available to download on the Internet that can be used. She cautioned that even with a signed liability release, it might not completely absolve us from liability. Joel brought up the fact that there are many local associations that are in the same situation that we are in and wondered how they handle it. He mentioned the Leete Farm, Guilford Lakes Association, Westlake Association, and Indian Cove Association as a few. We would like to canvass some of these for their thoughts. Ellen offered to call Bill Leete and Lynne offered to contact a couple of the other groups to learn about their procedures and see if we can learn from this. 

New Business
 Fall Put the Beach to Bed Day:



The fall workday will be Saturday, October 19th. Ellen will send out a notice.

Upcoming Annual Shareholder’s Meeting:



The annual Shareholder’s Meeting will be on Saturday, November 30th at 



Joel’s house.  More information when it gets closer. 

Next Meeting: The next regular board of director’s meeting will be held on Monday, October 7th, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Marjorie Spalding, 365 Vineyard Point Road.  
Adjournment:
Kate made a motion to adjourn the meeting as business was completed.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:01 p.m.




Respectfully submitted,











        Ellen B. Fales,











        BBC Secretary
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Treasurer’s Report
August 12, 2013

Income
Shareholders assessments received.........cceevveeeeneeeecneennns $ 249.80
[Note: 3 assessments are outstanding = $158.08]
TOIALICONIE .. e i i $ 249.80
Expenses
William H. Leete, mowing pasture..........cccecvveeeereeeesiueennnns $ 297.50
Tint Chemiacki BeWSIEHET.. ..o s 52.91
Holly Whelan, reimbursement for alkyd primer................. +_ 54.00
TOLAEERPENSES ... e i s § 404.41
Recapitulation
Opening balance (carried from 7/1/2013 report).............. $ 1,415.01
Plus HCOME (PEE ADOVE)...oc...occiciiinivanisscsrnasassismsisassnssssans + 249.80
HOHAl . b i e $ 1,664.81
Minis eXpenses (PEr ADOVE ). .....coccivcciiminascnsisosmrassssiennanss - 404.41
Closing balance in operating account, 8/12/2013............... $ 1,260.40
Other Accounts:
*Capital Improvement Fund (as of 6/10/2013).................. $18,975.61
Lecal Fund (as of 6/10/2013).............c.ccovvenene. $ 6,284.99

*Held as a Certificate of Deposit at Guilford Saving’s Bank,
maturing on January 14, 2014 (.35% or .0035 interest)

Respectfuli; Sﬁbmitted,

Joel E. Helander, treasurer
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