          Benton Beach Corporation
Regular Board of Directors Meeting
April 8th, 2013
Present:



Absent:
Jennifer Benton-Ruiz


Carolyn B. Helander (Honorary Member)

Donna S. Chemacki


Heather Collinson
Todd Chemacki




Ellen B. Fales
            



Kate E. Fales


 
Joel E. Helander
Lynne S. Ott

Marjorie B. Spalding (Honorary Member)
David Ott (Shareholder)

Quorum:
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m., with a quorum present, at the home of Marjorie Spalding, 365 Vineyard Point Road, Guilford, CT.
Secretaries 
Report:
The minutes for the meeting held on March 4th, 2013 were read aloud. The two correction were that the date mentioned for the Treasurer’s Report should have read 2013, not 2012 and that under “beach house repair”, the statement about anchoring the beach house to the ledge using rebar cages should have instead said “anchoring to the ledge using steel pins”.  Kate made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected.  Lynne seconded the motion and it carried. 
Treasurers 
Report:
Joel reported that there had been $2,274.39 in income received for the period and $496.00 in expenses.  The opening balance on 3/04/2013 was $3548.50 with a closing balance of $5,326.89 as of 4/08/2013. Ellen made a motion to accept the February treasurer’s report as presented.  Kate seconded the motion and it carried.  A copy of the report is enclosed. 
Joel reported that he reinvested The Capital Improvement Fund in another 10 month CD at Guilford Savings Bank. Sadly, the interest rate is quite low,  0.35 %, but this is a safe, stable investment.
Calendar

 Of Events:  

 
Current dates on the 2013 Calendar of Events include:
· 

  Tuesday, June 18th, 4pm-9pm,Lynne Ott, Alpha Club picnic, 25 people

· 

    Wednesday, July 4th, 12 noon, Edwin Benton church picnic, 25 people

· 

     Saturday, July 6th, 9am-Sunday July 7th, 4pm, Todd and Kim Chemacki campout, 20 people

· 

    Friday, July 12th, 4pm-Sunday, July 14th, 4pm, Eliot Benton campout, 20 people, up to 35 on Saturday day for a birthday party

· 

     Friday, July 19th, 1pm-Tues, July 23rd 12pm, Fales-Schaefer campout, 10 people

· 

     Friday, July 26th, 12 noon-Sunday, July 28th, 5pm, Tim and Sharon Chemacki campout, 20 people

· 

     Saturday, August 10th, 2pm, Benton Family Annual Picnic, downpour date Sunday, August 11th

· 

     Friday, August 23rd, 4pm- Sunday, August 25th 4pm, Eliot, Rachel and Olivia Benton family campout, 15 people

               Sunday, September 8th, 12 noon- 5pm  Fales Family picnic, 20 people

Please contact Ellen Fales for all beach requests at 401-783-2429, or ebfales@aol.com (preferred). You may also text her at 401-932-5895. All Calendar of Events activity will also be posted on the BBC website and all family are encouraged to use this. The website is: www.bentonbeach.com and the site is password protected.  The username and password should only be shared among family members. 


Username: bbcfamily

Password: sticktogether
       
David Ott attended the meeting and asked if the boy scouts might stay at the beach overnight on Sunday, April 14th, if the weather prevents them from staying on Faulkner’s Island. They may be able to lay the dock pieces and move the outhouse into place. This permission was granted.
Hurricane
 Repair Progress
        Beach House:
  
Members of the Board met with Eliot on April 6th to discuss the repair of the beach house, which Eliot has committed to re-building, donating his time. At that April 6th meeting, there was much discussion and with visual props, on what the elevation of the new beach house should be. The final determination was that it should be set 18 inches above the existing piers. We felt that this height is a reasonable marriage of practicality and the current recommendations to provide a degree of elevation to protect structures from future serious storm events.  Eliot will pour concrete footings and will drill pins into the rock ledge. There will be 3-4 steps up into the beach house. The steps will be wider than the previous steps and will also have a railing for safety. Eliot will begin work on this as soon as his schedule allows.
    Joel had prepared a report on the specifics, including pricing, for the rehabilitation of the Beach House. This was based on conversations with Eliot, Todd, Forrest, Mike J. and David and pricing for materials based on quotes from Landon Lumber. As much of the current beach house wood as can be salvaged will be used. The quote came to $1007.27. 



Jen brought up an idea that had been posed to her by Mike Johnson. He said that it might be possible to build a steel frame base for the beach house, with removable wheels. The beach house would then be built up from this base and placed in its usual location, the wheels detached. In the event of a forecasted hurricane, the wheels could then be attached and the whole structure wheeled off onto a trailer and whisked to higher ground.  The frame alone would likely cost $1,500 to $2,000. The board was fascinated by this idea but we do not have the funds for it at this time.  We would like to know if this is something that could be adapted to work with the beach house later.  Jen will ask Mike about this. 


Jen made a motion that we proceed with the prior plan for the beach house rehabilitation and communicate to Eliot and Mike our interest in the steel frame, for the future. 
    Roger’s Island

    Sand and debris 

    Clean-up:

 
Tanner Tree Service, whom we hired to do the sand removal work on the beach, started today, 4/8. Todd is working with Mike Tanner and donating his labor. They worked from 8am-6: 30 pm and have made great progress so far. They have moved the sand at the beach entrance, dug out the fireplace and removed a lot of the sand heading down toward the meadow behind the canopy.  They also replaced a couple stones that washed out of the breakwater and trenched in the igneous basalt rocks along the seaward side of Roger’s Island. They still think the job can be completed in 3 days, which is what we contracted for. We will need quite a bit of loam to spread on the island prior to planting grass seed and also carefully spread some around the roots of some of the trees that are bare.

Joel noted that so many of the trees still standing on Roger’s Island may be dead, including the big cherry tree. We discussed the amount of loam needed and the price. Joel made a motion to allot up to $500 for 1 inch screened loam. Todd will research the prices. 
Fireplace:     Joel brought up his thoughts on mortaring the entire outside of the fireplace. He believes that this will help to keep the moisture out and provide for improved longevity of the fireplace.  In addition, one rock was washed loose by the hurricane. There was much discussion on the merits of this. Joel will research how much this might cost and the merits of such, and report at the next meeting. Todd will mortar the one errant rock back into place.
Pasture/ Meadow
 clean up: 
          Several workdays in the meadow  over the  past few Saturdays have resulted in herculean efforts toward cleaning up the extensive swath of  matted debris, wood and trash left by Hurricane Sandy last fall. Eliot Benton and Mike Johnson worked tirelessly in spearheading the project, working from 7am till 7pm on a couple of the Saturdays. Mike used his 1961 John Deere 440 tracloader to successfully push and scoop up the debris. Eliot had his huge dump trailer and many loads of matted grass were hauled off in this, up to Edwin Benton’s garden compost pile.  All wood that was of wood burning quality was trucked to the beach. Much of that which could not be used for firewood was burned one Saturday. However, this made quite a bit of smoke, so we elected the next Saturday to pile some brush on the existing brush pile at the entrance to the meadow. As much as we appreciate all the hours of donated labor, in light of the number of hours of operation that Mike J. had his tracloader in use, Todd made a motion that we ask Mike to submit a bill for the fuel he used for the machine, so that we can reimburse him. Kate seconded the motion and it carried.  The board wanted to recognize the following  family members and friends who worked so hard in the meadow on those Saturdays: Eliot Benton , Mike Johnson, Jen Ruiz, Max Ruiz, Megan Johnson, Todd Chemacki, Donna Chemacki, Joel Helander, Ellen Fales, Kate Fales, Chip Fales, David Ott, Lynne Ott, Eliot and Jen’s friends Mark Collinberg and CherylAnn Leslie and their children Bryn, Maxwell and Madison.  The pasture is essentially done and Jonathan Page should be bringing the cattle in in the next day or two. 


The issue of the current lack of a shady grove for the cattle was raised. The hurricane and blizzard took down many of the cedars in the meadow and along the periphery. We may need to think about planting some small seedlings or even erecting a lean-to affair to shade the cattle. They do spend quite a bit of time under the grove of pipperidge trees at the edge of the pond, but that is about it for shade.  We will table this until the August meeting. 
Outhouse:  

The outhouse is at the beach and just needs to be positioned on it’s rock base.  All parts to the solar fan are in a box in Joel’s garage, and that will have to be re-assembled. 
Canopy:

 

After receiving two estimates for a brand new canopy, the decision was  

made by Ellen and Sandy to go with Topside Canvas, the company that has made our  other canopies. They will make it and completely install it before June 1st.  A discussion ensued on the importance of keeping the canopy frame in good condition, in order to fully maximize the warranty on the canopy. We need to put extra effort this year into sanding away rust on the frame with steel wool and treating it with Rustoleum galvanized silver spray.  We will make sure to have these supplies at the Work Day on May 4th. 
Spring Workday:

 
Workday will be Saturday, May 4th. Ellen will send a reminder notice. Those attending are reminded to bring rakes, shovels, gloves, rough sandpaper, wheelbarrows, tall stepladders, wire brushes, paint brushes.  We also need to address a couple sections on the dock and deck pieces that have boards that have rotted or are broken. Joel will take a look and see what we may have for replacement boards, especially the decking boards, as they are a custom size. The Board will provide breakfast refreshments on the Workday, but those attending are asked to bring their own beverage. 
Newsletter:

Ellen will contact Tim about a newsletter for early summer. 
Next 
Meeting: 
The next regular board of director’s meeting will be held on Monday, May 6th, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Marjorie Spalding

Adjourn-
ment:
Todd made a motion to adjourn the meeting as business was completed.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:56 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,




Ellen B. Fales




 Secretary, BBC
Benton Beach Corporation

Treasurer’s Report

April 8, 2013

Income_______________________________________________________
Shareholders assessments received (8 are outstanding).....$    404.11

Donation from Melissa Fales for hurricane rehab...............       20.28

Donations for hurricane rehab (anonymous)..................
+1,850.00

TOTAL INCOME..............................................................$ 2,274.39
Expenses______________________________________________________


Transfer to Capital Fund per budget line item....................$    496.00

TOTAL EXPENSES...........................................................$    496.00

Recapitulation__________________________________________________


Opening balance (from 3/4/2013 report).............................$ 3,548.50


Plus income (per above).....................................................+  2,274.39











$  5,822.89


Minus expenses (per above)...............................................-_    496.00


Closing balance in operating account, 4/8/2013................
$  5,326.89

Other Accounts:________________________________________________


*Capital Improvement Fund (as of 3/31/2013)..................
$18,966.11


  Legal Fund (as of 8/29/2012)...........................................
$  5,786.89

*Held as a Certificate of Deposit at Guilford Saving’s Bank,

  maturing on January 14, 2014 (.35% or .0035 interest)

Respectfully submitted,








Joel E. Helander, treasurer
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