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Benton Beach Corporation

Special Board of Directors Meeting

November 4th, 2012

Present:




Absent:

Donna S. Chemacki


Jennifer Benton-Ruiz

Todd Chemacki


Ellen B. Fales


Heather B. Collinson


Carolyn B. Helander (Honorary Member)


Kate E. Fales


 
Lynne S. Ott

Joel E. Helander


Marjorie B. Spalding (Honorary Member)


Quorum:
The meeting was scheduled for 2:00 p.m. at the beach.  All present members were convened by 2:30 p.m.

General 

Meeting 

Focus:
This special meeting was called to have board members assess the condition of the beach after Post Tropical Storm Sandy (Hurricane Sandy) hit the northeastern seaboard on Monday, October 29th, 2012.  The goal was to assess what needed to be done in order to start procuring proposals from contractors as soon as possible.

Beach Road:
The road to the beach sustained little damage other than some ruts on the length closest to the parking area. 

Parking lot and 

Road behind

Canopy:
The parking lot has less sand in it than it did following Hurricane Irene.  However, the road behind the canopy has a significant amount of sand covering it.  The sand also extends over the rocks behind the retaining wall of the road behind the canopy, feet deep in some places.  The sand will need to be removed, down to the ground, from the road and parking lot and as much as possible from the rocks behind the retaining wall and placed back on the beach proper.  All board members agreed that it was very fortunate that the sand did not breach the meadow.  There was some discussion as to the possibility of making the wall behind the canopy area higher. 

Breakwater:
Two to three foundation stones at the entrance to the breakwater were dislodged.  There were also two stones overturned on the breakwater and two more that fell to the right side.  Significant erosion occurred at the entrance to the breakwater and the issue of erosion will need to be looked at in the future.  Some of the stones in the breakwater will need to be reset. 

Roger’s 

Island:
Roger’s Island took the worst of the storm.  All vegetation from the south side of the island was ripped away.  Sand was 3-4 feet deep in some spots on Roger’s Island.  Much debris and vegetation was littered on the north side of the Island.  Luckily, the trees and vegetation on both the west edge and the north edge of the island remained intact.  Along with the sand on Roger’s Island there were many smaller rocks deposited.  It was suggested that these smaller rocks be used as fill for the breakwater.  The biggest concern surrounding Roger’s Island was the possibility of completely losing it in the future if something is not done to protect it.  To that end, board members agreed that it would be prudent to use the sand on Roger’s Island to create a berm or dune on the south side of the Island.           

Igneous 

Basalt:
The igneous basalt rocks generated the most discussion in the review of beach damage.  There was intense discussion whether to use the remaining igneous basalt rocks to create a wall on the south side of Roger’s Island or to continue lining the edge of the beach road with them.  Joel thought the project on the road should be finished.  Todd thought that the rocks would do the most good protecting Roger’s Island and that they were too large to finish lining the road with.  Many thought that there should be rocks to line both the south side and the north side of Roger’s Island to protect it.  It was agreed that if the igneous basalt was to be used on the south side of Roger’s Island that they should be placed under the previously mentioned sand berm.  A proposal was made to use the igneous basalt rocks in continuation with the current breakwater.  The rocks would be placed to make a double wall.  The rocks at the corner of Roger’s Island and the beach road on the north side need to be rearranged to form more of a wall like structure than just a pile of rocks.     

Outhouse: 
Eliot Benton, David and Peter Ott transported the outhouse before the storm and as such it did not sustain any damage.  The outhouse site was also undisturbed.         

The Dock:
The dock was not damaged during the storm.  Forrest Helander removed the bench pieces on the “T” of the dock before the storm to allow the water to flow more freely.  It was noted that the retaining wall on the left side of the dock looked to have some stones overturned.  

Untethered Beach

Materials:
The picnic tables, dock and deck pieces were moved by Eliot Benton, David and Peter Ott, before the storm to the area of road across from the Leary’s driveway to avoid damage.  Joel Helander secured the pile of salvaged Trex lumber.  Todd Chemacki shoveled out the collection bin for the compostable outhouse and relocated the bin.     
Beach House:
The beach house was ripped from its foundation during the storm and carried to the entrance of the beach parking lot where it settled, right side up.  A small section of board siding was damaged.  The items inside of the beach house were not lost.  The immediate concern was moving the beach house so the beach could be accessible by vehicle.  Joel was going to touch base with Eliot and others to see if it could be moved soon.  In addition, Joel will ask Eliot if he thinks the beach house is salvageable.  If not, he would like Eliot to give an estimate for the cost of material only for a building of the same size with two windows and a door.  The board briefly discussed if the beach house seemed salvageable or not.  Most felt sentimental about keeping the original outhouse if possible.  All agreed that it needs better underpinnings.    


Fireplace:
The fireplace was buried in sand well over the arm pieces.

Polynesian 

Umbrella:
The Polynesian Umbrella survived the storm unscathed thanks to Uncle Edwin’s newly placed foundation poles and his tie-downs before the storm.

Adjourn-

ment:
The meeting concluded around 4:30 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,





Kate Fales





 Secretary, BBC
