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Benton Beach Corporation

Regular Board of Directors Meeting

October 8th, 2012

Present:




Absent:

Donna Chemacki


Jennifer Benton-Ruiz

Todd Chemacki


Heather B. Collinson



Ellen B. Fales
            

Carolyn B. Helander (Honorary Member)


Kate Fales


 

Joel E. Helander

Lynne S. Ott


Marjorie B. Spalding (Honorary Member)

Quorum:
The meeting was called to order at 7:16 p.m., with a quorum present, at the home of Joel Helander, 370 Vineyard Point Road, Guilford, CT.

Secretary’s 

Report:
The minutes for the meeting held on August 6th, 2012 were read aloud.  Lynne made a motion to accept the minutes as presented from August 6th, 2012.  Todd seconded and it carried.

Treasurer’s 

Report:
Ellen reported that there had been $397.72 in income received for the period and $2283.37 in expenses.  The expenses include the transfer of funds back to the Legal Fund to reimburse it from Hurricane Irene expenses.  The opening balance on 08/06/2012 was $2534.17 with a closing balance of $648.52 as of 10/08/2012.  There are still three outstanding assessments. Kate made a motion to accept the August treasurer’s report as presented.  Todd seconded the motion and it carried.  A copy of the report is enclosed. 

Fireplace:
Ellen will talk to Mike Johnson about possibly mortaring the fireplace.  

Pasture:
Joel spoke with Bill Leete about mowing the pasture.  He used a mowing machine to mow the pasture on September 15th.  He reported that there are a lot of raspberry bush stubs as well as rose bush stubs in the meadow.  It is a problem that is ever-present and needs continuous monitoring.  The board engaged in discussion about the spray method (with Round-up) that was used a few years ago.  Joel also mentioned calling the DEEP wetland restoration unit to get their recommendation.  Bill Leete thought it was a good idea to have the pasture mowed again in the spring if it was tall.      

Cattle:
The cattle left on Monday September 3rd.  Jonathan Page has communicated to both Joel and Lynne that he will bring in his animals earlier next year and will leave them in for the whole season.

Igneous 

Basalt:
Joel also discussed placing the igneous basalt rocks along the beach road with Bill Leete.  Bill said he could manage moving the rocks with his backhoe.  He would allow 6 hours at $85/hour.  Todd mentioned possibly getting a second estimate for this job.  This is a project that would need to be completed in the next fiscal year, as there is no money available in the budget for 2012.   

Joel reported that he is having Bill Leete dig up a few rocks in his own yard.  He proposed to the board that rocks from the west end of his pond be donated to the corporation.  He would split the cost of moving and placing the rocks along the edge of the beach road.  Joel suggested stockpiling the rocks near the brush pile next to the barway until they were needed.  The stones are of similar composition to the stones in the north end of the parking lot.  He is not sure how many stones there will be to dig up.  Ellen made a motion for the Board of Directors to allow Joel to stockpile donated stone near the brush pile for future usage along the beach road.  Lynne seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Joel recused himself from the vote.        

Loam: 
Spreading of loam at the beginning of Roger’s Island will have to wait until the igneous basalt rocks are moved next year.  The board would like to spread loam and grass seed in early spring.       

The Dock:
Ellen will talk to Eliot about the dock handrail.  Many who have worked on the dock this past year have also talked about the need for more cross-bracing and lateral bracing on the dock.  

Compostable

Outhouse:
Ellen will speak to Eliot about disconnecting the battery to the compostable outhouse after the work day.  It can be stored in Joel’s basement.    
Beach Road:
James Devoe Trucking delivered two 5-ton loads of trap rock on September 29th.  One load was 1 ¼” stone.  The other load was 2” stone.  Ellen, Kate, David, Ken (who was relieved by Lynne) and Joel spread the stone.  

Donna brought up that the tide is coming up over the road consistently and not just with storms.  Todd’s opinion is that most of the culvert has sunk and is not big enough to accommodate the water flow.  Joel reminded the board that a committee was commissioned a few years ago to look at the culvert and they deemed it was in decent condition then.  There needs to be constant assessment of the road and the culvert, both at low tide and otherwise.  A few weeks ago there was a sink hole in the road near the bridge.  Joel filled the hole with some masonry and 2” trap rock.


Family

Picnic:
The Annual Benton Family Picnic was held on Saturday, August 11th, 2012.  There was beautiful weather despite the dismal forecast.  50 people attended the picnic including 21 shareholders.  The night before the picnic two trees had blown down across the road.  Eliot came down that night and cleared the trees.  Ellen suggested that we have a family picnic journal to write in to keep track of the different picnics.  The board agreed that this was a great way to preserve memories.  

Fall Put the Beach 

To Bed Day:
Put the beach to bed day will be held on Saturday, October 20th at 9:00 a.m.  The picnic tables will need to be put away and the deck will need to be repaired.  The floor of the beach house should also be looked at. Please bring any tools you may have (rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows, etc.) to help clean up the beach.  

BBC 



Website:
Please check the website for the most up-to-date information about Benton Beach, particularly with regards to the Calendar of Events.  The website is: www.bentonbeach.com and the site is password protected.  The username and password should only be shared among family members.



Username: bbcfamily

Password: sticktogether 

Canopy:
On Friday August 10th a severe weather occurrence ripped the canopy to shreds.  The old back-up canopy was pressed into service the day before the family picnic.  When that one was taken down there were a few seams that needed to be repaired.  Joel brought the canopy for general repair to Topside Canvas on September 12th.  They will not be able to do the repairs until December.  Joel asked Topside Canopy for the price on a new canopy.  They will get an estimate on a new canopy for us.  Ellen offered that her mother had wanted to buy a new canopy for the beach before she passed away.  She would like to donate the new canopy in Peg Benton’s memory.  

Polynesian

Umbrella:
After the August 10th storm Edwin used his backhoe to fix the pinnings beneath the sand on the Polynesian umbrella. 

Newsletter:
Ellen suggested a fall newsletter.  She will e-mail Tim Chemacki about possibly doing one.  Please send Tim newsletter articles, stories, photos, etc. at any time, even if a newsletter isn’t in the near future.

Shareholders:
There are two new shareholders bringing the total to 39.  Ellen Fales has deeded shares to Melissa Fales and Andrew Fales.

Rules and 

Regulations: 
Ellen sent out revised Rules and Regulations recently.

Channel 

Buoys:
David Ott worked with Joel to drill holes in three rocks in the bay.  Each rock has three holes.  Two of the holes are 7/8” in diameter and the third is a ½” hole.  The rocks included are the two outer rocks marking the channel as well as the high-topped rock closer in the bay.  Next summer eye hooks will be placed in the holes.   

Shareholder’s 

Meeting:
The annual shareholder’s meeting will be held on Saturday, November 24th, 2012 at the home of Joel E. Helander at 4:00 p.m. Ellen will send out reminder notices and Joel will send out the proxies.  As has been done every year since 2001 and in accordance with item # 5 of the “Guidelines for Board Structure/Nomination Process” ratified by shareholders on 11-24-01, notice is given to all lineal descendants of the late Eliot H. Benton that anyone interested in being considered for serving on the board of directors of BBC must contact any board member by November 4th, 2012.  Dinner will be served after the business portion of the meeting.  Please bring an appetizer or a dessert to share.  The board will provide main dishes, beverages, and paper goods.  The program this year will be the sharing of old family slides.  All proxies must be received by November 22nd, 2012, even if you plan to attend.   

Hunting:
A shareholder approached the board about the possibility of deer hunting on corporation land with bow and arrow only.  The board agreed to follow the same protocol that was used in December of 2011 for bow and arrow hunting on corporation land.  It will allow Todd Chemacki to hunt with bow and arrow for the remainder of the season ending in January 2013.  As in 2011, said permission will be given with advance notice to any Sachem’s Head board member.  Ellen made a motion to accept this.  Kate second and it carried.  Todd recused himself from the vote.  
Next 

Meeting: 
The next regular board of director’s meeting will be held on Monday, December 3rd, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Joel Helander.

Adjourn-

ment:
Todd made a motion to adjourn the meeting as business was completed.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:53 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,





Kate Fales





 Secretary, BBC

Benton Beach Corporation

Treasurer’s Report

October 8, 2012

Income_______________________________________________________

Shareholder assessments received ..................................     $ 397.72

           (34/37 assessments received for 2012) 

          TOTAL INCOME……………………………………           $ 397.72

Expenses______________________________________________________

Eliot Benton, lumber for dock, outhouse supplies……………            238.02

Kate Fales, postage, July minutes…………………………….              21.77

Transfer back to Legal Fund (reimburse Hurricane expenses)……   1000.00

William H. Leete, pasture mowing………………………………       340.00

James Devoe Trucking, trap rock delivery on 9/29………………….. 333.58

Brierly, Possidente and Cadwell, CPA Associates,

    Tax prep for 2011 tax return………………………………………   350.00

_____________________________________________________________


 TOTAL EXPENSES…………………………………        $ 2283.37

Recapitulation__________________________________________________

Opening balance from 8/6/2012………………                    $ 2,534.17


Plus income (above)…………………………………         +     397.72









$ 2,931.89

         Minus expenses above……………………………………        - 2,283.37                                                                                                                                   


Closing balance in operating account (10/7/2012)…….           $ 648.52

Other Accounts_________________________________________________       
*Capital Improvement Fund Account (as of 3/14/2012)  $18,402.86

            Legal Account (as of 8/29/2012)………… …………     $ 5,786.89

* Held as a Guilford Savings Bank 12 month CD, to mature 3/14/13

          







Respectfully submitted,

Ellen B. Fales, Treasurer

