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Benton Beach Corporation

Special Board of Directors Meeting

September 19th, 2011

Present:




Absent:

Joel E. Helander


Carolyn B. Helander (Honorary Member)

Kate Fales









Heather B. Collinson





Lynne S. Ott






Ellen B. Fales


Todd Chemacki

Donna Chemacki

Jennifer B. Ruiz


Marjorie B. Spalding (Honorary Member)

Quorum:
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m., with a quorum present, at the home of Joel Helander, Vineyard Point Road, Guilford, CT.

Secretary’s & Treasurer’s 

Report:
Due to the nature of the Special Board of Director’s Meeting there was no Secretary’s Report and no Treasurer’s Report.

Beach Event:  
The board first discussed a recently held campout and campfire hosted by a descendant who did not follow the Rules and Regulations of Benton Beach.  This individual did not clean up after their campout, leaving behind a mess of severe proportions.  This is the second offense of the same nature that has been addressed by the board, by this individual.  As such, the board discussed what action should be taken as a consequence for this individual.  First, the individual was contacted by the board during the meeting and given a chance to explain their side of the story.  The individual denied all allegations.  The board agreed to cancel the individual’s second event scheduled for later that month at the beach.  The board also agreed to suspend all privileges for this individual to host events at the beach until further notice.  This is the first time in the history of the Benton Beach Corporation that an individual’s actions have led to a loss of privileges.  Joel made a motion that the board should draft a letter to this individual who left the beach in disrepair, explaining the decision of the board.  Todd seconded the motion and it carried.    
Beach

Repair:
The second item of discussion was the repair needed for Benton Beach from the extensive damage of Hurricane Irene.  Attached is a detailed Damage Report from Joel Helander.  Joel and Donna took the time to meet with five different contractors who gave estimates for beach repair.  One family member, David Ott, also submitted a proposal for beach repair.  The main repairs to the beach include moving sand off of Roger’s Island and the beach road/parking lot, fixing the granite breakwater, and re-aligning the dock, if possible.  The board agreed that the repairs needed to be done this fall as opposed to waiting until the spring.  While the board spoke to David at length about his proposal, in the end they agreed that a contractor with multiple machines and time to complete all three repairs was best.  The board thanks David for his thoughtful and generous proposal.  After discussion about the price and scope of the estimates, a motion was made to hire William Leete to repair the dock, the stone breakwater, and perform redistribution of sand as per his proposal in the amount not to exceed $4,400 (excluding sales tax) pending final review of the contract with Joel Helander as the board’s designee.  Kate seconded the motion and it carried with Joel abstaining.  Attached is the summary of Benton Beach repair/restoration proposals as prepared by Joel.


The board then discussed the financing of these repairs.  The use of the Capital Improvement Fund was brought up.  Many on the board thought that now was an instance when some of the Capital Improvement funds could be used.  There was also discussion about taking money from next year’s budget in addition to this year’s budget.  The board agreed to continue this discussion at the October meeting and make a final determination during the December meeting to coincide with the annual budget allocation.  The payment up-front for the repairs will be borrowed from the Legal Fund.  

Fireplace:
The fireplace was completely covered by sand from the effects of Hurricane Irene.  Todd dug out much of the fireplace and discovered that the walls were structurally intact.  Both of the “arm caps” of the fireplace were found dislodged but intact and will need to be cemented on again.  Todd also cleaned the flue.  The fireplace can’t be used until it is fully dug out.    

Outhouse:
The outhouse was floated off of its base by the high tide during Hurricane Irene and tossed sideways in the reeds at the base of the parking lot.  By phone, the board authorized Edwin and Eliot to pick up the outhouse from the mud and move it to a standing position by the beach house.  The structure itself suffered only minimal damage.  It will need to be cleaned thoroughly but only the roof panels will need to be replaced.  More discussion about relocating the outhouse will occur at the October meeting.    

Special Work

Days:
Due to the large amount of clean up needed, two additional work days will be had on Saturday, October 1st and Sunday, October 2nd, starting at 9:00 a.m.

Fall Put the Beach 

to Bed Day:
This originally scheduled work day will be held on Saturday, October 22nd beginning at 9:00am.  Please bring any tools you have to help clean up the beach.
 
Next 

Meeting:
The next regular Board of Director’s meeting will be on Tuesday, October 11th, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Heather Collinson.  

Adjourn-

ment:
Kate made a motion to adjourn the meeting as business was completed.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,










Kate Fales










Secretary, BBC

Benton Beach Damage Report

Overview:_____________________________________________________
The effects of Hurricane Irene on Sunday, August 28, 2011 were felt deeply along the waterfronts of Southern Connecticut, including Sachem’s Head. Although hurricane force winds were diminished to gale force i.e. up to 60–70 miles per hour, there was a tidal surge of 4–5 vertical feet that caused damage almost comparable to the Great New England Hurricane of 1938. The time of high tide (11:00 a.m.) coincided with the brunt of the hit and also with New Moon tide.

Eyewitnesses at 365 Vineyard Point Road and 370 Vineyard Point Road watched Vineyard Meadow swell with water that nearly backflowed into Joel’s pond. Raging white water in the salt meadow was apparently up to six feet deep. The entire length of Benton Beach Road was under water. The hand railings on the dock were fully submerged. The waters receded quickly after 11:30 a.m. and by that evening at low tide, the ominous tide line on Beauty Mountain remained as testimony to the height of the water. The tide line in the Beach House showed a full six (6) inches above the level of the floor!

The compostable outhouse floated onto its side and washed over to the boundary stonewall. In a gallant effort with their backhoe, Eliot Benton and Edwin Benton righted the outhouse and relocated it to the ledge next to the Beach House on Monday, September 5.  Luckily, the little building is structurally sound with the exception of several punctures in the plastic roof. Uncle Roger Benton’s wall mirror (built as a teenager) has been salvaged, but it is warped and tarnished by saltwater. Hopefully, it can be refinished in some manner by Ellen, who has rescued it.

Before the hurricane, the deck sections and docktops had been stacked in their customary winter storage spot next to the Beach House, but washed over to the stonewall. They were largely salvaged when the outhouse was righted and moved. Missing docktops may still be found in the large debris field in Long Lot pasture, for which there has not yet been a recovery operation.

Large volumes of sand were washed and deposited into the west end of the parking lot and also behind the metal canopy frame. The roadway behind the beach is buried. “Roger’s Island” has a sand cover for about 50%+/- of its area. Only the chimney stack and upper back of the new granite fireplace are
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visible. The seaward “arm” of the fireplace is dislodged. A full assessment of fireplace damage cannot be made until it is uncovered by hand shoveling. By measurement, the sand cover on the brick floor of the fireplace is 24” deep; behind the canopy frame it is 16” deep. 

The low wall of granite blocks and boulders behind the beach proper prevented substantial sand spillage into the salt meadow. The tidal meadow appears to be free and clean of flotsam because the debris field, as noted previously, was washed high onto Long Lot pasture.

The granite breakwater, constructed in 1973, fared relatively well, but still requires repairs. There are four (4) overboard granite blocks and several blocks that require realignment. At the entrance to the breakwater, twenty-five (25) linear feet of the low granite curbing was scattered by the hydraulic force of the storm surge. Smaller in-fill pieces of granite were thrown back towards Roger’s Island. In the same area of low curbing, there is a narrow bite of soil missing.

Uncle Edwin’s Polynesian umbrella escaped unharmed, thanks to tight tie-downs with rope that Uncle Edwin placed strategically before the storm. Picnic tables stacked on Roger’s Island survived the tidal surge because the Island has a higher elevation than the parking lot.

The wooden dock of the bay is intact, but uprooted in such a manner that more than 50% of its span is seriously listing to the westward, causing the two stringers to be twisted out of alignment. A few of the cedar poles on the beach end of the dock have been loosened and weakened. The bench seats on the “T" are intact, but as noted, they are elevated or lifted by the pilings on the west side. 

Although rutted more than ever, the Beach Road appears structurally sound. Large mud puddles still remain in the wheel tracks. Tall stands of pampas grass around the parking lot are flattened.

The beach premises appear ruinous and beautiful at the same time. Despite the discouragement of repair and restoration, there is a strong resolve to make things right again and, in so doing, make Benton Beach more beautiful than ever. 

J.E.H. 9/13/2011

Summary of Benton Beach Repair/Restoration Proposals

Six (6) well-known local contractors bid on the job, divided into three components i.e. 1) resetting granite in breakwater, 2) moving sand, and 3) resetting the dock pilings. All contractors inspected the beach personally and all contractors received the same description of scope of work. It is noted that most contractors allow two (2) days to complete the job and all contractors feel they need two or more machines to do the job effectively. It is understood that BBC will provide at least 1-2 assistant for the jobs. Sales tax is not included in these proposals.

Contractor
                   Equipment used                    
  Total cost                 Notes


Anderson Brothers         4-wheel drive backhoe loader;
  $2,500.              Bob states it’s “not




   Mini excavator, excavator, dozer


    more than a day’s work”

D’Amico Enterprises     8-ton excavator w/ grading bucket    $2,610.               Rick considers his 




   & blade





     machine to be 2 in 1.











     Estimates 2-2.5 days

Fischer Excavating
  Mini excavator, excavator, dozer
  $5,165.
     

William H. Leete
  Skid-steer on tracks; backhoe; 
  $4,400.
    Sand dumped at high water




  Small excavator; big excavator


    mark––not spread. Will 











    use high pressure water











    tube as alternative for dock

David C. Ott

 Takeachi excavator (mid-size) w/
 $2,300.
   David will provide 16-20




 blade & bucket (rental for 7 days)


   hours labor gratis. Will











   also add 2–4 pilings.

Testori Brothers
 Skid-steer w/loader bucket; large
  $3,930.
    Will prepare detailed




 excavator; small excavator



    proposal if he gets job.











    Re-confirmed scope of











    job on 9/19 via phone

