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Benton Beach Corporation

Regular Board of Directors Meeting

February 13th, 2012

Present:




Absent:

Joel E. Helander


Heather B. Collinson

Kate Fales



Carolyn B. Helander (Honorary Member)



Donna Chemacki


Jennifer Benton-Ruiz




Lynne S. Ott







Ellen B. Fales


Todd Chemacki

Marjorie B. Spalding (Honorary Member)

David Ott


Quorum:
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., with a quorum present, at the home of Marjorie B. Spalding, 365 Vineyard Pt. Rd., Guilford, CT.

Secretary’s 

Report:
The minutes for the meeting held on December 5th, 2011 were read aloud.  Ellen made a correction under ‘Paying for Hurricane Damage’ to change “Ellen made a motion to allocate up to $1300.00 to be withdrawn from the Capital Fund to repay the loan for beach restoration that was borrowed from the Legal Fund” to say “...to allocate up to $1800 to be withdrawn from the Capital Fund....”  Lynne made a motion to accept the minutes from December 5th, 2011 with corrections.  Ellen seconded and it carried.

Treasurer’s 

Report:
Ellen reported that there had been $3289.48 in income received for the period and $1062.16 in expenses.  The opening balance on 12/05/2011 was $39.09 with a closing balance of $2266.41 as of 2/13/2012.  Kate made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  Lynne seconded the motion and it carried.  A copy of the report is enclosed.

BBC 

Website:
Don’t forget about the Benton Beach website, created by Tim Chemacki.  The website is designed to help family members get the most up-to-date information about Benton Beach in a timely fashion.  The website is: www.bentonbeach.com and the site is password protected.  The username and password should only be shared among family members.



Username: bbcfamily



Password: sticktogether 


Recently, two board members were trained in website maintenance and as a result, the website will be used more frequently, particularly with regards to the Calendar of Events.  

Beach Repair:


The Dock:
David Ott reported that he and Todd have been working diligently throughout the winter to place more cedar poles and still have a few more to go.  The dock stringers are now sitting on top of cross pieces that are perfectly level.  David detailed that it was difficult to get them just level and took a lot of tweaking.  Now the stringers need to be bolted in to the side of each of the poles.  Currently, cross pieces on the cedar poles are in place but they need to be blocked and bolted in the middle.  Then they also need to be cross-tied length-wise going out, in order to stabilize the dock.  David also communicated that there is about a foot between the beach end of the dock and where the high tides are usually reaching.  He thought that it would be prudent to extend the dock in 10 feet and eliminate the current end ramp.  David asked to extend the dock with the permission of the board before the workday.  Joel made a motion to give David permission to extend the dock 10 feet by placing two more cedar poles on the beach end of the dock.  Ellen seconded the motion and it carried. He also mentioned that in the future the possibility of the dock being raised up should be broached, as the tides keep getting higher.  David also brought up the concern of erosion, particularly on the ocean side of Roger’s Island where the hurricane uprooted trees and shrubs.  He described that igneous basalt is used all around Sachem’s Head to help with erosion.  It works to break the waves and helps to retain the soil.  The board will be cognizant of this issue as it moves forward with repairs.  

Outhouse:
David spoke about the possibility of the keeping the location of the outhouse in its old foundational position.  He mentioned a method he had seen working with the Boy Scouts where the structure was bolted down to a sill using concrete columns about 30” deep. There was discussion about the height of the outhouse as it would be raised up and how that would affect emptying it.  There was also discussion about the ability to get down that deep (30”) with the water table so high.  Ellen commented on the need to still fix the heat/ventilation issues inside the outhouse.  She is going to continue research into a solar ventilation fan.  She also reminded the board that the roof still needs to be repaired.  Todd brought up that there is natural ledge on the edge of the parking lot where the outhouse could be placed.  The board agreed that a visit to the beach was necessary before any decision about location is made.

Fireplace:
The fireplace still needs to be looked at for seating arrangements.

Time

Capsule:
Don’t forget that there is still time to put in messages for the new time capsule.  It will be buried this summer at the annual family picnic.  Please contact David if you have any questions.
 

Road

Repair:
Donna reported that beyond the bridge, heading towards the beach, the road is still in a great state of disrepair and other board members agreed.  Joel mentioned the need to address the repairs from the hurricane damage currently and requested to address the road and trap rock in the fall.

Gate:
The cable-snap gate across the beach road at the bar way cannot currently be closed.  This is because the eyebolts of the gate have popped out.  An extra cable needs to be brought down so that the other cable can be looped through.  The gate needs to be up during the winter months.   

Annual

Work Day:
Mark your calendars now.  The annual Benton Beach Workday will be held on Saturday, May 19th, 2012 with a rain date of Sunday, May 20th, 2012.

Family

Picnic:
Mark your calendars again.  The Annual Benton Family Picnic will be held on Saturday, August 11th, 2012.  High tide is at 7:06 p.m.

Calendar of

Events:
Please contact Ellen Fales [ebfales@aol.com or 401-783-2429 (home) or 401-932-5895 (cell)] for event scheduling.  Events scheduled include:

· Saturday, May 19th (Rain Date - Sunday, May 20th) - Annual Workday

· Tuesday, June 12th or Tuesday, June 19th - Alpha Club Picnic hosted by Lynne Ott; date still tentative

· Friday, June 22nd - Sunday, June 24th - Campout hosted by Todd Chemacki; 20 ppl.

· Saturday, August 4th - Monday, August 6th - Campout hosted by Eliot Benton; 20 ppl.

· Saturday, August 11th - Annual Benton Family Picnic

· Friday, August 17th - Thursday, August 23rd - Fales/Schaefer Annual Family Campout hosted by Ellen Fales and Sandy Schaefer; 12:00 pm Friday - 3:00 pm Thursday
Next 

Meeting:
The board of director’s will hold a special meeting for the purpose of visiting the beach to view it for future repairs and projects. This will be held on Saturday, March 10th, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. followed by a short meeting at the home of Joel Helander.  The inclement weather date will be on Sunday, March 11th, 2012. 

The next regular board of director’s meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 10th, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Joel Helander.  

Adjourn-

ment:
Kate made a motion to adjourn the meeting as business was completed.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,





Kate Fales










Secretary, BBC

Benton Beach Corporation

Treasurer’s Report

February 13, 2012

Income_______________________________________________________
Shareholder assessments received ..................................   3,259.48

(20/37 assessments received for 2012)  

Hammarlund pasture rental for 2011…..………………         30.00  


TOTAL INCOME……………………………………     $3,289.48

Expenses______________________________________________________

Kate Fales, postage, minutes…………………. ………………          29.80

Lynne Ott, paper goods………………………………………            29.29

The Stone Agency, annual liability insurance…………….…...        986.00

Guilford Savings Bank, new checks ……………...................             17.07

_____________________________________________________________


 TOTAL EXPENSES…………………………………     $1,062.16

Recapitulation__________________________________________________
Opening balance from 12/5/2011………………                      $39.09

Plus income (above)…………………………………        + 3,289.48








          $3,328.57

Minus expenses (above) .........................                             - 1,062.16                                                                                                                                   

Closing balance in operating account (2/13/2012)….          $2,266.41

Other Accounts___________________________________________________       

*Capital Account (as of 2/13/2012)…………………….     $19,684.16

** Legal Account (as of 2/13/2012)……………………        $2,488.86

* Held as a Guilford Savings Bank 10 month CD, to mature 3/12/12.

** Legal Account to have $2,800 borrowed from it for hurricane repairs – reimbursed  

    $1,000 from 2012 budget and $1,800 from Capital Account when it matures on  

    3/12/12.

          







Respectfully submitted,

Ellen B. Fales, Treasurer
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