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Benton Beach Corporation

Regular Board of Directors Meeting

October 11th, 2011

Present:




Absent:

Joel E. Helander


Carolyn B. Helander (Honorary Member)

Kate Fales



Marjorie B. Spalding (Honorary Member)

Jennifer B. Ruiz





Heather B. Collinson





Lynne S. Ott






Ellen B. Fales


Todd Chemacki

Donna Chemacki


Quorum:
The meeting was called to order at 7:39 p.m., with a quorum present, at the home of Heather Collinson, 1185 Saybrook Road, Haddam, CT.

Secretary’s 

Report:
The minutes for the meeting held on August 8th, 2011 were read aloud.  Ellen corrected the Calendar of Events to include events that were originally scheduled at the beach before Hurricane Irene.  Lynne made a motion to accept the minutes from August 8th with corrections.  Todd seconded it and it carried.  The draft minutes for the meeting held on September 19th, 2011 were read aloud.  The board made corrections and Todd made a motion to accept the minutes with corrections.  Jen seconded the motion and it carried.      

Treasurer’s 

Report:
Ellen reported that there had been $987.20 in income received for the period and $440.29 in expenses.  The opening balance on 8/08/2011 was $2072.58 with a closing balance of $2619.49 as of 10/11/2011.  Currently there is only one outstanding assessment.  Heather made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  Jen seconded the motion and it carried.  A copy of the report is enclosed.

Hurricane Irene

Damage/Repair

Work to Date:
Bill Leete and Greg Marsh completed the full restoration of the beach as per contract during the period of time from October 1st through October 7th.  Joel reported that the work was done well.  On October 1st while Bill and Greg started with sand removal, Ellen, Joel and Kate worked on the edges by hand.  Also on this day the deck pieces were pulled out of the mud in the corner by the parking lot.  The dock pieces were also stacked next to the beach house.  Victor and Sarah came to help Joel, Ellen and Kate with this project.  The campground area was reseeded on October 5th by Todd, Lynne, Victor, Sarah and Joel.  Bill Leete created 25 feet of curbing reset at the entrance to the breakwater.  The finished grade of the dirt on the breakwater entrance top was done nicely with the bobcat.  The remainder of the breakwater was completed with the mini excavator.  The breakwater is now locked up tightly.  Bill was able to fix the dock with a high-pressure water tube (1inch diameter).  The end of the “T” is now almost level.  The west “T” is approximately ½ to ¾ inch lower than the east “T”.

Work Still to 

Be Done:
Outhouse: The compostable outhouse needs a new roof panel.  Ellen will get a new roof panel for the work day on October 22nd.  There was also discussion about putting the outhouse back where it originally was.  Some feel that the current spot is too wet for the outhouse with all of the high tides.  More discussion ensued about putting the outhouse behind the beach house because of the higher elevation and there was also mention of the outhouse on Roger’s Island.  A decision on the location will be made at a later date.  The board will look at possible locations on the work day.  The outhouse will also need to be cleaned on this day. 


Dock:  Joel asked Forrest to measure the dock for cross braces and get pricing for that.  Forrest thought it would be best to put in two laterals and four cross braces towards the end of the dock.  Todd mentioned that the stringers have come apart from the cedar poles about 1/3rd of the way down the dock.  Todd suggested raising the stringers up.  Bill Leete suggested adding weight to the “T” end of the dock to stabilize it.  He suggested netting with rocks or cement blocks.    


Deck: Some of the stringers for the deck are not in the correct spot.  On work day we will assess the deck pieces and stringers in more detail.  


Beach House:  The beach house had 6 inches of water in it but will need to be cleaned in the spring since it is currently full with picnic tables and other materials.  


Fireplace: The digging out of the fireplace needs to be finished.  There was discussion about putting the arm caps back on this fall.  Ellen will get fireproof mortar for the work day so that we may be able to cement the arm caps back on.  


General clean up: The long lot needs to be walked and cleaned of debris.  

Beach Road:
Joel talked to Bill Leete who advised that bringing in trap rock for a good portion of the road is necessary.  Joel built little culverts on the puddles to drain them in an effort to help the low spots on the road.  Joel priced out ¾” stone and 1 ¼” stone from Devoe and Tilcon.  The concern of many on the board was more about the short-term ability to navigate the road than the long-term issue of raising the beach road.  The board also felt that in the spring this long-term issue could be addressed further.  Ellen made a motion to have James Devoe come with two loads of ¾” processed stone on the morning of the work day to fill in the low spots on the beach road.  Jen seconded it and it carried.  Bill Leete will also try with the bucket on the skid steer to cut down the center strip of the beach road when he leaves with this machine.    

Method of 

Payment:
The Corporation will be about $3000 short this year from hurricane clean up.  Joel proposed that the board consider requesting a donation from neighbors who have beach rights.  Passionate discussion for and against this proposal followed.  A motion was made that given the magnitude and impact of the storm damage, to make a solicitation of a neighbor who has beach rights and uses the beach on a regular basis, to consider making a donation to assist with the cost of beach repair.  Lynne seconded the motion.  The motion passed with six for and two against.  Several board members also thought it relevant, given the circumstances, to ask shareholders to monetarily help with beach repair as well.  Ellen will write a letter to both the neighbor and the shareholders expressing this intent.     

Fall Put the Beach 

to Bed Day:
This originally scheduled work day will still be held on Saturday, October 22nd, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Please bring any tools you may have (rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows, etc.) to help clean up the beach.

Calendar of

Events: 
No events are currently scheduled.

Shareholder’s 

Meeting:
The annual shareholder’s meeting will be held on Saturday, November 26th, 2011 at the home of Joel E. Helander at 4:00 p.m. Ellen will send out reminder notices and Joel will send out the proxies.  As has been done every year since 2001 and in accordance with item # 5 of the “Guidelines for Board Structure/Nomination Process” ratified by shareholders on 11-24-01, notice is given to all lineal descendants of the late Eliot H. Benton that anyone interested in being considered for serving on the board of directors of BBC must contact any board member by November 6th, 2011.  Dinner will be served after the business portion of the meeting.  Please bring an appetizer or a dessert to share.  The board will provide main dishes, beverages, and paper goods.  The program this year will be the sharing of the contents of the 1990 time capsule, which was unearthed at the family picnic in July.  All proxies must be mailed by November 22nd, 2011, even if you plan to attend.   

Pasture 

Maintenance:
Todd brought up mowing the pasture.  Heather mentioned that the pasture really needs to be mowed in both the fall and spring.  Joel brought up the fact that we have so much on our plate and are in beach restoration mode that mowing the pasture this fall would be difficult.  The board agreed to table this item until the spring.   
Next 

Meeting:
The next regular board of director’s meeting will be held on Monday, December 5th, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Carolyn B. Helander.  

Adjourn-

ment:
Lynne made a motion to adjourn the meeting as business was completed.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:48 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,





Kate Fales










Secretary, BBC

Benton Beach Corporation

Treasurer’s Report

October 11, 2011

Income_______________________________________________________
Shareholder assessments received (2)..................................237.20

          
[36 (of 37 total) assessments received for 2011] 

         
Donations (2 anonymous) for Hurricane Irene cleanup… 750.00


TOTAL INCOME……………………………………     $ 987.20

Expenses______________________________________________________

Kate Fales, postage from August meeting …………………….      28.26

Royal Printing……………………………………………………   14.80

Joel Helander, rope, used to move and secure outhouse…………   25.00

Forrest Helander, mowing for 2011 season 

-10 mowings from 5/6 until 8/19 @ $35/mowing, plus tax……     372.23 

_____________________________________________________________


 TOTAL EXPENSES……………………………………. $ 440.29

Recapitulation__________________________________________________

Opening balance from 8/8/2011…………………..            $2,072.58


Plus income (above)…………………………………   +  _    987.20








         $3,059.78                                                                                                                                                                           


Minus expenses (above)…………………………………  -    440.29


Closing balance in operating account (10/10/2011)…        $2,619.49

Other Accounts_________________________________________________
       
*Capital Account (as of 5/12/2011)…………………….  $19,541.92

Legal Account (as of 7/31/2011)………………………..    $5,288.05

* Held as a Guilford Savings Bank 10 month CD, to mature 5/12/12.









Respectfully submitted,

Ellen B. Fales, Treasurer
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